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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson, Jr et al. (US Patent 6,464,381) in view of Boerema et al. (US Patent 4,670,819). 

With respect to claim 1, Anderson, Jr. et al. teaches an automotive interior component for 
a passenger cabin of a vehicle, comprising a moldable body 20 adapted to be attached to a 
portion of the passenger cabin 10 and an electroluminescent lamp 12 integrally molded with the 
body to define a unitary assembly (Column 4, Lines 57-65). However, Anderson, Jr. et al. fails 
to teach the body to be a polymer. Boerema et al. teaches an automotive interior component for 
a passenger cabin of a vehicle comprising a light source 72 integrally molded to a polymer body 
42. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
specify the moldable material of Anderson, Jr. et al. to be a polymer from the teachings of 
Boerema et al. because polymers are strong, durable, and easily moldable. 

With respect to claims 10 and 12, Anderson, Jr. et al. teaches a method of making an 
automotive interior component in a mold with mold sections that form a mold cavity with a 
geometrical shape (Column 4, Lines 25-27) resembling the automotive interior component and a 
gate for filling the mold cavity, comprising placing an electroluminescent lamp 12 between the 
mold sections, closing the mold sections and injecting a molten material through the gate to fill a 
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portion of the mold cavity unfilled by the electroluminescent lamp, and opening the mold 
sections after the molten material solidifies and ejecting the automotive interior component from 
the mold (Column 4, Lines 57-65). However, Anderson, Jr. et al. fails to teach the material to be 
a polymer. Boerema et al. teaches an automotive interior component for a passenger cabin of a 
vehicle comprising a light source 72 integrally molded to a bolster 42 which is used for mounting 
to a door trim panel. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to specify the moldable material of Anderson, Jr. et al. to be a polymer from the 
teachings of Boerema et al. because polymers are strong, durable, and easily moldable. 

With respect to claim 11, Anderson, Jr. et al. teaches the method further comprising 
shaping the automotive interior component after ejection from the mold to define a final 
geometrical shape (Column 4, Lines 25-27). 

Claims 2-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boerema et al. 
in view of Fernandez (US Patent 5,434,013). 

With respect to claim 2, Boerema et al. teaches an automotive interior component for a 
vehicle door comprising a door trim panel 40 capable of being mounted to the vehicle door, the 
door trim panel including an opening (Figure 4), a bolster 42 engaged with the door panel to 
conceal the opening, and a lamp 72 mounted 70 to the bolster, the lamp emitting visible light, 
when powered, that illuminates at least a portion of the door trim panel. However, Boerema. et 
al. fails to teach the light source to be an electroluminescent lamp. Fernandez teaches the use of 
an automotive interior component for a vehicle door 80 that uses an electroluminescent lamp 12 
that emits visible light that illuminates at least a portion of a door trim panel (Figure 6). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the 
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lamp to be an electroluminescent light source because electroluminescent light sources emit 
visible light at a low voltage while maintaining a low temperature. 

With respect to claim 3, Boerema et al. teaches the automotive interior component 
wherein the bolster is removable from the trim panel to expose the opening. Because the bolster 
42 is secured using a clip 60, the examiner is interpreting the reference such that the bolster is 
removable because the bolster would be removed without damaging the functionality of the 
device. 

With respect to claim 4, Boerema et al. teaches the automotive interior component 
wherein the bolster and the electroluminescent lamp are integrally molded to define a unitary 
construction (Figure 4). 

With respect to claim 5, Boerema et al. teaches the automotive interior component further 
comprising a covering 58 attached to the bolster, the covering positioned relative to the 
electroluminescent lamp such that visible light emitted by the electroluminescent lamp is 
directed through the covering. 

With respect to claims 6-8, Boerema et al. teaches the automotive interior component as 
described above where the covering includes only a singular opening to emit visible light. 
Boerema et al. fails to teach the covering includes a plurality of openings through which visible 
light is transmitted, nor does it teach the openings having a recognizable shape, such as a 
alphanumeric character. Fernandez further teaches the electroluminescent lamp having a 
covering 26 with a plurality of openings 60 through which visible light from the 
electroluminescent lamp is transmitted. In addition, Fernandez teaches those openings having a 
shape recognizable as a symbol, in this case, a plurality of alphanumeric characters (Figure 4). It 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the opening to be a plurality of openings in the a recognizable form, since the courts have 
stated that matters relating to ornamentation only which have no mechanical function cannot be 
relied upon to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. In re Seid, 161 
F.2d 229, 73 USPQ 431 (CCPA 1947). 

With respect to claim 9, Boerema et al. teaches the automotive interior component as 
described above, but fails to teach the ability to change the color of the emitted visible light. 
Fernandez teaches the automotive interior component wherein the covering is a solid layer 
configured for changing a color of the visible light emitted by the electroluminescent lamp 
(Column 5, Lines 6-11). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the color of the emitted light, since the courts have stated that 
matters relating to ornamentation only which have no mechanical function cannot be relied upon 
to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. In re Seid, 161 F.2d 229, 73 
USPQ 431 (CCPA 1947). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Hornung et al. (US Patent 6,160,475) teaches a molded door trim panel with light 
emitting openings. Hein et al. (US Patent 6,536,928) teaches a multi-color light for the interior 
of a car door. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David J. Makiya whose telephone number is (571) 272-2273. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30am - 4:00pm (ET). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Renee Luebke can be reached on (571) 272-2009. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

DJM 01/10/2006 




